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As we begin to venture out into the world again, we are hard at work recruiting more volunteers to serve as Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters!  After working very hard in 2019 to reduce the amount of time a child had to be on 
our wait list for a mentor, the pandemic hit and volunteers stopped signing up.  If you’re reading this now and 
wondering how you can help, here is a list of ways: 

• Share our website or social media content with a quick message about how we need 
   volunteers on your social media
• Tell a friend or family member about the opportunity
• Connect us to a group or your employer so we can present our program to   
   members or employees
• Make a donation to our recruitment fund
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WE NEED MORE MENTORS!

There’s nothing we love more than seeing our kids get their diplomas!  This 
Spring we celebrated 60 high school senior Little Brother and Sister mentees 
who graduated from schools across the city.

A few of our 2021 high school graduates celebrated with a Car Parade that 
included a sirens-blaring Bexar County Sherriff escort. Many thanks to the 
Harmony Hills Neighborhood Association for coming 
out to whistle and wave.

We also celebrated with many of our former students 
who are now graduating college, including our San Antonio Independent School District 
students who were part of a collaborative college-access program called GEAR UP 
between Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Texas, SAISD and the US Department of 
Education. 52% of the students who graduated from the program in 2017 have persisted 
in pursuing a college education. 

We were thrilled to celebrate this semester with Chris Fleming, whose mom enrolled him 
in our program when he was 7 years old in 2003. Chris is studying Biology and he just 
earned his Associates of Science from the Alamo Colleges!  We are so excited for his next 
journey on to a 4 year university.  

CELEBRATING OUR HIGH SCHOOL 
AND COLLEGE GRADUATES

Celebrating at our Car Parade

Chris Fleming gets his 
diploma

NEW STAFF ALERT!
A new Director of Community Engagement came on board recently to help ramp up 
volunteer recruitment efforts. Retired Master Chief, Gable Crowder, joined our team after 
serving 26 years in the Navy.  Gable is coordinating the efforts of both the Black Advisory 
Council (BAC) and the Military Mentoring Advisory Council (MMAC) whose members work 
to promote the mission across the city.

Gable Crowder

Becoming a Mentor 
is a fun, life-changing 

experience

https://www.bigmentor.org/donate/
https://www.edpartnerships.org/about-gear-up
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We celebrated Navy Week in April by hosting a panel discussion for 
sharing stories of the critical role mentoring plays in the military. 
Inspiring panel guests included Senior Chief Hospital Corpsman David 
Snow of the United States Navy, Captain Stephen Romans of the United 
States Air Force, Retired Command Master Chief and BBBS Director of 
Community Engagement Gable Crowder.  Our Recruitment Manager, 
Isaiah Lucio Lopez moderated the discussion.  

Fun Fact:  Stephen Romans was recruited as a Big Brother in the 
Council’s military recruitment campaign, Operation Big Mentor last 
summer. His Little Brother, Nicholas is 13.   

MILITARY MENTORING ADVISORY COUNCIL AT WORK

HELP RAISE SOME GREEN AND 
GET YOUR CAR SQUEAKY CLEAN

Boy, it sure is hot outside! This summer, beat the heat by supporting Car Wash 
for Kids’ Sake.  Anyone who can raise $100 from friends and family ($10 at a 
time) not only will have their car washed by kids, staff, board or other BBBS 
volunteers, but will be entered into a $1,000 cash prize drawing.  There are lots 
of other prizes to be won, food trucks, music and fun at every car wash event.  
Check out the details on our website for the car wash location closest to you.   

Thanks to all of our sponsors of this event, we have already raised over 
$60,000. Sponsors: BEAT, Wave Healthcare, Ancira Auto Group, Security 
Service, Roof Fix, Silver Eagle Beverages, IBC Bank, Sagebiel Ravenburg & 
Schuh, P.C., Generations FCU, Jefferson Bank, Frost, Norton Rose Fulbright, SA 
Auto Dealers, Poznecki Camarillo, RBFCU, Comfort-Air, Discount Tire, Ricos, 
Craig Franklin CPA, P.C., The College of Health Care Professions, I am Trucking, 
Pena and Pena, PLLC, Roto Flex, IBEW Local 60 and Care Pro Supplies. 
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Gable, Commander Snow 
and Isaiah

Littles washing cars
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MY BROTHER’S KEEPER PROGRAM 
GOING STRONG

A year after funding from the US Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency 
Prevention to BBBS in San Antonio ended, the BBBS My Brother’s Keeper 
program is still going strong as a result of the commitment of the 65 
volunteer mentors working with youth in the program.  

Big Brother, Michael Torres is matched with his 
mentee, Ahmir, who is 10 years old.  When Michael 
signed up to be a mentor, he was informed of the 12 

month commitment to be matched with Ahmir, but continues to volunteer into a 3rd 
year now.  “I continue to mentor because Ahmir receives additional positive influence 
that will develop him during as a leader and a great man in the future,” Michael says. 
Michael also serves on the organization’s Black Advisory Council, a group of volunteers 
who help extend the reach of staff into the black community to help recruit more men of 
color.  To learn more about BAC and that effort, visit the group’s webpage here. 

Mentoring relationships in this program continue to be supported by staff and funded 
through unrestricted donations and grants from our generous donors. 
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Two important local initiatives are changing the way our community responds to trauma and committed to 
reducing domestic violence.  

The South Texas Trauma-Informed Care Consortium is a collaboration that brings together community part-
ners across all sectors who are committed to addressing the impact of trauma. The consortium’s initial pri-
orities include training across the community on the effects of “Adverse Childhood Experiences,” or traumatic 
events in a child’s life.  

The BBBS program provides support and training for youth and parents 
designed to reduce or mitigate the effects of trauma.  BBBS participates in 
several consortium workgroups and has begun the process to become 
certified in trauma informed care. You can watch a short video here that 
describes how we can prevent Adverse Childhood Experiences. 

Local Judge Monique Diaz became a Big Sister two years ago and last year 
invited BBBS to be part of the Collaborative Commission on Domestic 
Violence.  This group is committed to reducing domestic violence in our 
city by promoting awareness of program services and educational resourc-
es available in our community, including the ones mentioned in this PSA.

ADDRESSING VIOLENCE AND TRAUMA 
THROUGH COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Big Sister Judge Monique Diaz 
and Little Sister Martha have been 

matched since 2018

OPERATION BIG MENTOR
We’re on a mission to recruit 200 mentors over 100 days of summer. 

By joining Big Brothers Big Sisters, you become a part of an important mission to 
defend the potential of a child who needs a positive leader like you. In this program you 
serve as a conduit between the civilian community and children facing adversity.

Our mentors selflessly give their time to volunteer. By becoming a mentor, you will use 
your military experience to change the lives of at-risk youth and overall, your 
community. Learn more by watching our video here. Little Brother Nicholas and 

Big Brother Stephen

Big Brother Michael and 
Little Brother Ahmir

https://www.bigmentor.org/operation-big-mentor/
https://bbbssouthtexas.rallybound.org/2021-car-wash-for-kids-sake/
https://bbbssouthtexas.rallybound.org/2021-car-wash-for-kids-sake/
https://www.bigmentor.org/
https://www.bigmentor.org/black-advisory-council-bac/
https://www.bigmentor.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=8gm-lNpzU4g&t=149s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=rGWTkn1jkJw
https://youtu.be/JvAisQR9F00

